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 To know God, beloved is a privilege. But it is also a responsibility. It is a great responsibility and with that responsibility we will be held accountable. Surely you have seen it as you have studied these first 5 chapters of Isaiah. Because we are going to be held accountable, it is important that you and I understand something that I don’t believe the majority of Christians understand today in the USA> that is, our lives are to be lead, to be ordered intentionally. We are to live with intentionality. We are to live according to every word that comes out of the mouth of God. Is this not what Jesus said when He was tempted by the devil. He turned to him and said,
Matthew 4:4 But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.’ ”
When the enemy was tempting Him to satisfy Himself instead of waiting upon God, this is what Jesus said. You and I are studying the words that have come out of the mouth of God. We are to live according to what we are learning. We are to order our lives intentionally according to His purposes, according to His precepts because they are precepts for life.

Psalm 119:104 From Your precepts I get understanding; Therefore I hate every false way.
Because it is a false way. You and I are not to fear man. We are to fear God. What does it mean to fear God? It means that we are going to trust God; we are going to respect God.

I want you to turn to Jeremiah 17. After I prayed and prayed, I just felt that after we had covered the first 5 chapters, which are really the introduction to the book, which are really like the preface, the stage setter, sets the stage for Isaiah. But I said to God –we need to see, you and I, to understand that the knowledge that we are gaining here is absolutely critical, but it is a knowledge that is to be applied. It is a truth to be known. It is a knowledge that is to be applied.
We left off last week with Isaiah 2:22 Stop regarding man, whose breath of life is in his nostrils; For why should he be esteemed?
Stop looking at man. We need to stop fearing man and fear God. We need to trust God.
Jeremiah comes after Isaiah in the final days before Judah, the southern kingdom, goes into exile, Jeremiah pens these words. This is what he says to the same people that Isaiah has been talking to.
Jeremiah 17:5-6
5 Thus says the LORD, (Thus says the LORD. This is the word of God that we are to live by) “Cursed is the man who trusts in mankind And makes flesh his strength, And whose heart turns away from the LORD. 6 “For he will be like a bush in the desert And will not see when prosperity comes, But will live in stony wastes in the wilderness, A land of salt without inhabitant.

Why? Because he trusts in the flesh, because his heart turned away from God. There is a barrenness in his life. So I want to ask you. Is there a barrenness in your life? Is it like a stony wilderness? If there is no prosperity (not talking about things) of your soul, the blessing of God upon you so that you know His hand of goodness.
Jeremiah 17:7 “Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD And whose trust is the LORD.
Stop regarding man whose breathe is in his nostrils. 

This is a message that I believe that God has for you and me, listen, today. Today, not tomorrow. If you start tomorrow, you’ve wasted today. Every day that God has given you is very precious. 
Who are we trusting? Are we trusting in man or are we trusting in God?
God wants us today to hear this message of Isaiah chapter 1 – 5 and He wants us to take it to heart. As it is a preface to the book, as it is an introduction to the book, as it sets the stage, so what you and I hear today and the way that you and I respond to the message today can set the stage for the rest of our life. It can be used of God to turn us around. 
I am telling you, that as I have been in Isaiah and as I have looked at myself at the age of 73, how much longer do I have. My Daddy died at 69. My Mother is still alive but is on the verge of death at 95. How long do I have? The other day I sat and calculated: what if God gave me this many more years? How will I live? And I open this book and I think, “God, there is such a work that You have left to do in me. How do I live in the light of what I know?”
I am not talking about overt sin. That’s no question. I am talking about hungering and thirsting after righteousness.  
Matthew 5:6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.
Why? Because I belong to God. And that is a privilege; that is a high calling. That is an awesome, awesome responsibility. You do too. You do too. And how you live is going to matter more than you will ever know because you are going to see Him face to face. You are going to come to that glorious Zion when all the nations come up but you will be there as the glorious bride of Jesus Christ. He wants you to be a bride without spot, a bride without wrinkle
Ephesians 5:27 that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless.
He wants to present you to Him (Jesus) as a chaste virgin, pure in every way.
2 Corinthians 11:2 For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one husband, so that to Christ I might present you as a pure virgin.
Pure in every way. Today is the day. Not starting tomorrow, but today.  Let it be a preface, an introduction, to a wonderful and glorious life of righteousness and total, total surrender and abandonment to every word that comes out of the mouth of God.

Go to Deuteronomy 7 – as an intro into what we are reading in Isaiah.
 This is what He says to Israel. 
Deuteronomy 7:7-11
7 “The LORD did not set His love on you nor choose you because you were more in number than any of the peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples,8 but because the LORD loved you and kept the oath which He swore to your forefathers, the LORD brought you out by a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.9 “Know therefore that the LORD your God, He is God, the faithful God, who keeps His covenant and His lovingkindness to a thousandth generation with those who love Him and keep His commandments;(With those who what? Love Him and keep His commandments)10 but repays those who hate Him (how?) to their faces, (It’s not just a payment that ends when life ends. But it is a payment to their faces.) to destroy them; He will not delay with him who hates Him, He will repay him to his face.11 “Therefore, you shall keep the commandment and the statutes and the judgments which I am commanding you today, to do them.

What is He saying, “I chose you (Israel). I chose you because I love you. I love you because I have chosen to love you. I have a blessing for you but I want you to know that if you don’t keep them - because I have chosen you, I am going to judge you.” That is what He wants them to hear.

Now go to 1 Peter 1:1-2
What about you? What about me?


1 Peter 1:1-2 
1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are (what?) chosen 2 (how?) according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in the fullest measure.

So as He chose Israel, what has He done with you? He has chosen you. There are other verses that tell us that, but we are not going to go there. 
1 Peter 1:14 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance,
(You didn’t know any better, because you didn’t know Me. You didn’t any better because you didn’t know My commandments.)
1 Peter 1:15-16 but like the Holy One who (what?) called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; 16 because it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”

So when He writes Isaiah, He is writing to the people that He chose. He is telling them what He expects of them. If He doesn’t get what He expects, He has to discipline them.
In the same way that He is writing to them, you and I, who are sitting here millenniums later, closer to those last days and looking back at Israel and opening this book of Isaiah, God wants to speak to you and me too. There are parallels here. 
Romans 15:4 For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.

Because God chose them, if they disobey God has to deal with them.
Amos 3:1-2 Hear this word which the LORD has spoken against you, sons of Israel, against the entire family which He brought up from the land of Egypt: (Goes right back to Deut 7 which we just read.)2 “You only have I chosen among all the families of the earth; Therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities.”

When I was writing my novel, Israel, My Beloved, and if you want a novel that will help you with history, get it. When I was in Israel when I was writing it, I would go and talk to Jewish people in stores and cabs and all sorts of different places. They would ask me why I, a Gentile, was there in their holy city. I would tell them what I was doing. I would tell them that the book was called Israel, My Beloved. Do you know what they would say? I wish God would have chosen someone else. I would tell them, “You are God’s chosen people.” They would say, “I wish He would have chosen someone else.” They would say that over and over and over again. But if they had only understood, and that’s one reason I wrote the novel – so that they would understand – this is a high privilege but with that high privilege comes responsibility.

So in Amos He goes on to say, Therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities.”
YOU disobeyed Me. This is what I have to do,
Now what about us? Go to Hebrews 12. We are chosen by God also.
Hebrews 12:1-2 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses (Hebrews chapter 11) surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

We are going to see in the book of Isaiah that God wants them to fix their eyes on the future – the Messiah. God is going to tell them things about the Messiah.
You and I are to fix our eyes on Jesus. 
Hebrews 12:5 and you have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as sons, “My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, Nor faint when you are reproved by Him;
6 For those whom the Lord loves He disciplines, And He scourges every son whom He receives.”

So what are we seeing in Isaiah? God is going to judge. You saw it. You marked “judge” and “judgment.” A righteous and holy God has to judge because we belong to Him.

Write down these points. As God begins His message through Isaiah, the first 5 or 6 chapters, this is what He does.
	He establishes Israel’s sin. The first words out of His mouth have to do with this. He has a case against them. He calls heaven and earth to see.

He establishes His just judgment
He assures them of a future. 
	An ultimate victory. A righteous remnant will survive. 

Zion, the mountain of the LORD will be established as the chief of the mountains (chapter 2)

In Isaiah chapter 1, in verse 4 –watch – this is knowledge and application. This is setting the stage for you so you see how relevant this book is to you.
Isaiah 1:4 What did this nation do?
4 Alas, sinful nation, People weighed down with iniquity, Offspring of evildoers, Sons who act corruptly! They have abandoned the LORD, They have (what?) despised the Holy One of (What?) Israel, They have turned away from Him. (this is what we saw last week)
What does Hebrews 12:1 say? Lay aside every weight, every sin that besets you and run with endurance.
These people are weighed down.
We are to be holy. If you are not being holy, you are despising the Holy One. You have chosen sin over holiness. 

What did we see this week?
Isaiah 3:8 For Jerusalem has stumbled and Judah has fallen, (why?)Because their speech and their actions are against the LORD, To rebel against His (what?) glorious presence.

You look at our nation that has biblical roots and you look at our history and you see what has happened. What about your history? Have your actions and your speech been against the LORD? 

Look at Numbers 15:30 – passage about intentional sin and unintentional sin. Now he is in intentional sin. Unintentional sin is when I do something and I didn’t mean to do it. It wasn’t even in my mind. I just did it and I blew it. But God knows your heart.
30 ‘But the person who does anything defiantly, whether he is native or an alien, that one is blaspheming the LORD; and that person shall be cut off from among his people.
Have you got it? He has defied the LORD, and he is going to be cut off!
Numbers 15:31 ‘Because he has despised the word of the LORD and has broken His commandment, that person shall be completely cut off; his guilt will be on him.’ ”
So what you see is that these people have despised the LORD. To despise the LORD is to know what God says and not do it. It is to know what He says and not obey. It is to that He says I am to walk this way and I turn and walk the other way. It is to hear Him say, “This is what I want you to do.” and you say, “No. I don’t want to do it.”

Matthew 6:19-33 I don’t want you to do these  things: store up treasures on earth…..
19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.
20 “But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal;
21 for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
22 “The eye is the lamp of the body; so then if your eye is clear, your whole body will be full of light.
23 “But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light that is in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!
24 “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.
25 “For this reason I say to you, do not be worried about your life, as to what you will eat or what you will drink; nor for your body, as to what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing?
26 “Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth much more than they?
27 “And who of you by being worried can add a single hour to his life?
28 “And why are you worried about clothing? Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they do not toil nor do they spin,
29 yet I say to you that not even Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like one of these.
30 “But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will He not much more clothe you? You of little faith!
31 “Do not worry then, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear for clothing?’
32 “For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.
33 “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.


But you say, “My sorry God. You just don’t understand and I’m going this way.”
They despised the LORD.
Look at Isaiah 5 – in our lesson today.
Isaiah 5:24 Therefore, as a tongue of fire consumes stubble And dry grass collapses into the flame, So their root will become like rot and their blossom blow away as dust; For they have rejected the law of the LORD of hosts And despised the word of the Holy One of Israel.
When I take scripture and I distort it, when I say – it is alright to abort a baby – when I say – I was born this way. I can worship God and still live an immoral, homosexual, lesbian, whatever, lifestyle, and still worship Jesus. I am doing what this verse says. I am rejecting the law of the LORD of hosts and despising the word of the Holy One.
And as 2 Peter 3:16 says:
2 Peter 3:16 as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction.
That is our society today. What about you? What about you?  Read the Word. I read it and then I ask, “What about me?” where am I?

I want you to see about Zion.
Go to Isaiah chapter 1.
Isaiah 1:21-23  How the faithful city has become a harlot, (What makes that city a harlot? The people in her.)  She who was full of justice! Righteousness once lodged in her, But now (what?)murderers.22 Your silver has become dross, Your drink diluted with water.23 Your rulers are rebels And companions of thieves; Everyone loves a bribe And chases after rewards. They do not defend the orphan, Nor does the widow’s plea come before them.

Jerusalem, Zion, the place where God put His name, the heart of Jerusalem, the center of the world, the epicenter, where all the nations will come to – this city has played the harlot. She has gone after the things of this world.
James 4:4 You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.
I want to ask you a question. Are you an adulteress? Are you raising adulteresses? Do you regard man? (Kay is sarcastic) This is what they need. This is what they should do. Everyone else is doing it. This is how we should live and act and dress and spend our money because everyone else is doing it, even in the church. Today, today, precious one, He is calling us not to despise the Word of the LOR. He is saying, “Don’t you know your high calling? Don’t you know your high calling? Are you playing the harlot? Have you lifted your skirt to every passer by?

Listen, if we have, and we have in the USA and in Israel, then a holy God must arise in judgment. 
Isaiah 1:24-25 Therefore the LORD God of hosts, The Mighty One of Israel, declares, “Ah, I will be relieved of My adversaries And avenge Myself on My foes.25 “I will also turn My hand against you, And will smelt away your dross as with lye And will remove all your alloy.

God has to judge. This is a chosen nation. They have a responsibility because they have the commandments of God, because they bear the name of God. If they don’t meet that responsibility, then God has to judge them. 
You and I have a responsibility. We bear the name Christian. 
1 Corinthians 6:19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?
How can we sin and not be judged! If He had to judge Israel, does He not have to judge us?

Isaiah 3:13-14  We studied it this week:
13 The LORD arises to contend, And stands to judge the people.14 The LORD enters into judgment with the elders and princes of His people, “It is you who have devoured the vineyard; The plunder of the poor is in your houses.
He has to arise. He has to contend because He is the Holy One of Israel. 
He has to do the same thing with us. If you and I regard iniquity in our hearts, God has to deal with us. 

1 Peter 4:17 For it is time for judgment to begin with the household of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God?

Then He tells them this: - there will be survivors. 
Isaiah 4:2-3 In that day the Branch of the LORD will be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth will be the pride and the adornment of the survivors of Israel.3 It will come about (listen carefully) that he who is left in Zion (God is going to go through and purge.) and remains (Those who survive the judgment) in Jerusalem will be called holy—everyone who is recorded for life in Jerusalem.
Awesome statement.

John 6:40 “For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day.”  

He is saying, You are My city. You have despised Me. I have to come in judgment. And yet I want you to know that after the judgment there are survivors.”

Would you be among the survivors? Would I be among them? There is a future. When sin is taken care of, there is a future. This is His message.

Look at Isaiah 4:4-5
4 When the LORD has washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion and purged the bloodshed of Jerusalem from her midst, by the spirit of judgment and the spirit of burning,5 then the LORD will create over the whole area of Mount Zion and over her assemblies a cloud by day, even smoke, and the brightness of a flaming fire by night; for over all the glory will be a canopy.

So I want you to know that where there is sin, because there is God, because you are His, because He is holy and He has to judge you, because whom He loves He chastens and disciplines, you and I can know that at the end, if we respond properly today, there is a future. This is His message in Isaiah.

The message that ends in chapter 5, ended in a sober state. There was no word of hope but He had already given a word of hope. So when you come to that stage where you know that you belong to God, and you have blown it, you haven’t been what you should have been, and God has judged you, and it feels like all is lost, just remember , He gave you a word of hope; He gave you a word of hope; where you know that you belong to God, and you have blown it, you haven’t been what you should have been, and God has judged you, and it feels like all is lost, just remember , He gave you a word of hope; He gave you a word of hope. God can’t lie and He doesn’t go back on His promises which are “yea and amen.”

He is going to tell them in Jeremiah 29:11 ‘For I know the plans that I have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.
But I can’t give them to you in this state of sin. So I have to purge you.

So if you are in a state of sin. Today, stop it. And go forward and know there is a hope because this is what He shows us.

What do you do? 
Look at what He tells them in Isaiah 5. He gives them this song.
Isaiah 5 Let me sing now for my well-beloved A song of my beloved concerning His vineyard. My well-beloved had a vineyard on a fertile hill.2 He dug it all around, removed its stones, And planted it with the choicest vine. And He built a tower in the middle of it And also hewed out a wine vat in it; Then He expected it to produce good grapes, 
(Is that right? Is He expecting too much? No. He has done everything. Has He done everything for you? What does He expect from you? Good grapes.  - all over the vine. He expects good grapes all over the vine, fat, juicy grapes.)(But what does He get?) 
But it produced only worthless ones. 3 “And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, Judge between Me and My vineyard.

You judge. He is calling people who is has been talking to judge. Judge Me. Judge, are you going to choose Me and My righteousness or are you going to excuse their sin? What are you going to do?
What we are doing today in so many places out of the mistaken understanding of the whole council of God, we keep excusing sin before it is judged. It has to be judged.

4 “What more was there to do for My vineyard that I have not done in it? Why, when I expected it to produce good grapes did it produce worthless ones?

Judge between Me. Whose side are you going to choose? But however you are going to judge, I want you to know this: If you don’t choose God and you say God is wrong to judge, know this:
5:16 But the LORD of hosts will be exalted in judgment, And the holy God will show Himself holy in righteousness.
Why is God exalted in judgment? Listen to how He is described in the next line - the holy God will show Himself holy in righteousness.
You and I now are to judge on behalf of God. He says, “Judge between us. Judge between us – Me and the sinful people.”  Know that I am right. Know that I will be exalted in judgment. Why? Because it shows My holiness.

When God judges your sin, when you see your sin, when you are brought low by it, when He brings out His chastening hand, you ought to thank Him. Thank you for loving me so much that You would not allow me to continue in this. LORD, I thank You for Your just judgment because what I want to produce is righteousness. 

This is what God wants us to see in Isaiah: Israel’s sin, His judgment, that there is a future.

Now let’s go to chapter 3. Chapter 3 He is in the middle of a message. He starts off in chapter 2 and He talks in this second vision about Judah and Jerusalem, about the glorious future of Israel and about how all the nations are going to come up to it. So He starts here. He starts at the end of time. He starts in the last days. Then He does everything that I have just shown you – adding to chapter 1 and He comes along talking about His judgment and in the middle of this, He says, stop regarding man. He only survives because his breathe is in his nostrils.
Then He says:
Isaiah 3:1  For behold, the LORD God of hosts is going to remove from Jerusalem and Judah Both supply and support, the whole supply of bread And the whole supply of water;
In other words, He is going to bring a famine in the land. He is going to bring judgment. 
Not only that, He is going to remove all the mighty men and bring them into chaos. 
Isaiah 3:4-5  And I will make mere lads their princes, And capricious children will rule over them,
5 And the people will be oppressed, Each one by another, and each one by his neighbor; The youth will storm against the elder And the inferior against the honorable.
“I don’t care! Leave me alone, you old goat. Don’t tell me what to do. I know what to do.”
That word “storm” means exactly what I am doing. It means it is loud mouth. It is such rebellion in the youth that there is a great separation of the generations. So the youth are despising the older people. Why? Because God has removed good leadership and He has given them young lads and rebellious, loud-mouthed kids that are going to storm against them. 
There is going to be the inferior against the honorable.
Isaiah 3:6 When a man lays hold of his brother in his father’s house, saying, “You have a cloak, you shall be our ruler, And these ruins will be under your charge,”
In other words, it’s not because you are qualified; it’s because you have a cloak to put on. You have something to clothe yourself with.

You see God in His judgment coming against people in their leadership.
Isaiah 3:7-8 He will protest on that day, saying, “I will not be your healer, For in my house there is neither bread nor cloak; You should not appoint me ruler of the people.”8 (Why?) For Jerusalem has stumbled and Judah has fallen, Because their speech and their actions are against the LORD, To rebel against His glorious presence.
So what does God do? Listen. When a nation turns its back on God, when a nation despises the word like I’ve shown you, when they reject the law of the Lord, then God comes along and removes the vestiges of godly leadership. 

The nation decays and decays and decays. Study history and you will se it over and over and over again.
Study the history of the United States. 
America’s God and Country. By William J. Federer.  It’s an encyclopedia of quotations.
He quotes different people. When you look at the leaders of our country like the early presidents, they honored God. 
John Adams. March 6, 1779. He called for a national day of fasting and prayer.
Samuel Adams on the day the declaration of Independence was being signed said God is sovereign.
John Winthrop – 1st governor of the Massachusetts Bay Colony – writing to his wife while he was getting ready to do his duty.
James D. Kennedy – there is in all 50 state constitutions without exception an appeal in prayer to the Almighty God of the universe. Through all 50 state constitutions without exception there runs the same appeal and reference to God, the Creator of our liberties and the preserver of our freedoms.

Now look at what is happening in USA. Look at the sin. Look at the corruption. Look at the election of 2006 when they got surprised. Why? Some said, “Republicans did not judge sin” – they didn’t use those words but we did not deal with sin.
If we would judge them because they did not deal with iniquity, what would we say about a holy God if He did not deal with sin?  

So in chapter 3, He talks about leadership. He talks about how these people are displaying their sin like Sodom.
Isaiah 3:9 The expression of their faces bears witness against them, And they display their sin like Sodom; They do not even conceal it. Woe to them! For they have brought evil on themselves.
Look at our magazines and the media. We display our sin like Sodom. Eg – a woman and her boyfriend are going to have a baby and they are so excited. And these are our heroes. These are the people we want to look like, drive like, and dress like. We regard man and not God. 

God says don’t do that.
Isaiah 3:9-10 The expression of their faces bears witness against them, And they display their sin like Sodom; They do not even conceal it. Woe to them! For they have brought evil on themselves.
10 Say to the righteous that it will go well with them, For they will eat the fruit of their actions.
That is what I am telling you today. It will go well with you. You will eat the fruit of your actions. If you live intentionally; if you live according to His precepts; it is going to go well with you. 

Isaiah 3:11 – But then He says:
11 Woe (this is awful, this is terrible) to the wicked! It will go badly with him, For what he deserves will be done to him.
He talks about the leadership. Then He says.
Isaiah 3:12  O My people! Their oppressors are children, And women rule over them. O My people! Those who guide you lead you astray And confuse the direction of your paths.

Feminist – is bound and determined that women should rule.  They lead us astray.

Isaiah 3:12-16
12 O My people! Their oppressors are children, And women rule over them. O My people! Those who guide you lead you astray And confuse the direction of your paths.13 The LORD arises to contend, And stands to judge the people.14 The LORD enters into judgment with the elders and princes of His people, “It is you who have devoured the vineyard; The plunder of the poor is in your houses. (The rulers are living high on the backs of the people.)15 “What do you mean by crushing My people And grinding the face of the poor?” Declares the LORD God of hosts.
(God moves from leadership to women. Who studies the Bible more in the USA: men or women? Women. Sad. Our male leadership is gone. We need to pray that men will return to leadership.)

16 Moreover, the LORD said, “Because the daughters of Zion are proud And walk with heads held high and seductive eyes, And go along with mincing steps And tinkle the bangles on their feet,

What are the women doing?
Isaiah 3:16-18 Moreover, the LORD said, “Because the daughters of Zion are proud And walk with heads held high and seductive eyes, And go along with mincing steps And tinkle the bangles on their feet, (Why? It makes them look good.)
17 Therefore the LORD will afflict the scalp of the daughters of Zion with scabs, And the LORD will make their foreheads bare.”18 In that day the LORD will take away the beauty of their anklets, headbands, crescent ornaments,

And you know what?
25 Your men will fall by the sword And your mighty ones in battle.26 And her gates will lament and mourn, And deserted she will sit on the ground.
“Gates” is Zion – the people of Zion are going to sit on the ground and mourn.

Fulfillment of this:
Lamentations 1:1-3 
1 How lonely sits the city That was full of people! She has become like a widow Who was once great among the nations! She who was a princess among the provinces Has become a forced laborer!2 She weeps bitterly in the night And her tears are on her cheeks; She has none to comfort her Among all her lovers. All her friends have dealt treacherously with her; They have become her enemies.3 Judah has gone into exile under affliction And under harsh servitude; She dwells among the nations, (She has been scattered.)But she has found no rest; All her pursuers have overtaken her In the midst of distress.
This is what happens because of their sin.

Isaiah 4:1 For seven women will take hold of one man in that day, saying, “We will eat our own bread and wear our own clothes, only let us be called by your name; take away our reproach!”
There is a shortage of men because they died by the sword. It was a disgrace in those days for a woman not to have the protection of a husband.
This is what is coming. Watch the USA. Watch the leadership. Watch the trends of our country that was once built on the respect of God that once did not despise the Word of God. 

1963 – Betty Freidan – feminist movement hit big. The women followed and now we have the consequences.
Is the book of Isaiah for us? Yes, it is for us.

I can’t leave you there. I have to read Isaiah 4:2
Isaiah 4:2 In that day the Branch of the LORD will be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth will be the pride and the adornment of the survivors of Israel. Out of ashes, the burning, He will bring beauty. 
The burning is necessary because God is righteous and holy and He must judge sin. Judgment begins in the house of God because we have a high calling. We have a responsibility. As Israel is, the church is to be holy even as He is holy. 

What are we to do?
Isaiah 5:13 Therefore My people go into exile for their lack of knowledge; And their honorable men are famished, And their multitude is parched with thirst.

Hosea preaches the same thing:
Hosea 4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being My priest. Since you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children.

I need to do this study. But I also need to reprove others. Go out and to the highways and the hedges. Pray for them. Plead for them. Cajole them and then have lunch with them afterwards. Bring them to bible study so that they come face to face with the word of the LORD. So that there will an army of men and women who will never again despise the word of the LORD but will find that it is their very necessary food.

I am overwhelmed as do this study at my own desperate need for a greater consecration and holiness.
I would tell you that you are much younger than I am. Today, today - every word – may God bless you in the most incredible way as you continue this study. And may you remain faithful. Remember you have a high calling.

I was thinking last night - God, knowledge is vital and all we want is application. All we want is warm fuzzies and get out of my problems and be happy here on earth instead of being holy and serving God no matter the cost. 

